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Big Sky Medicine 
Conference

March 17-20, 2016
Yellowstone Conference Center 
Big Sky, Montana
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Course Description
This conference is designed to provide internists, family 
physicians and allied health professionals from the primary 
care setting with the most current information in a range 
of general clinical review topics. This year’s conference will 
focus on Systems of Healthcare, as well as clinical topics. 
Updates, case studies, and clinical strategies for patient 
evaluation/management, with an emphasis on process 
improvement, will be presented in an informal atmosphere 
that facilitates audience participation and discussion.

Accreditation
Billings Clinic is affiliated with the University of Washington 
School of Medicine. 

The University of Washington School of Medicine is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

The University of Washington School of Medicine 
designates this live activity for a maximum of 15.75 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the 
credit commensurate with the extent of their participation 
in the activity.

Application for CME credit has been filed with the 
American Academy of Family Practitioners. Determination 
of credit is pending.

AAPA accepts certificates of participation for educational 
activities certified for Category I credit from AOACCME, 
Prescribed credit from AAFP, and AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit™ from organizations accredited by the ACCME or a 
recognized state medical society. Physician assistants may 
receive a maximum of 15.75 hours of Category I credit for 
completing this program.

Course Objectives, cont. 
• Discuss the state of the literature on burnout in 
doctors, consider mitigating factors that can be 
applied individually, and explain resources that can 
help decrease your (and learner) burnout as caused by 
practice factors.

• Explain the rationale behind evidence-based 
perioperative testing, recognize when perioperative 
testing is NOT indicated (often!), and utilize cases to 
illustrate these points.

• Utilize the GOLD criteria to formulate a diagnosis and 
assessment for COPD, outline a management strategy 
for stable COPD, and discuss COPD hospitalizations and 
management of exacerbations. 

• Discuss assessment and plans for transitions of care 
and consider how standardization of documentation 
and discharge summaries can improve transitions of 
care.

• Describe the primary function of the endocannabinoid 
system (ECS) and identify potential roles of the ECS in 
treatment of PTSD.

• Identify three new agents of potential abuse and 
describe two behaviors that have addiction potential.

• Describe the new reimbursement Medicare options 
(MIPS/APM) that were authorized by law (MACRA) and 
examine the effects of the push to “value based care” on 
clinical practices in the future.

• Summarize the differential diagnosis for common 
rectal complaints, recognize those rectal complaints 
that warrant further work-up, and discuss treatment 
options and when to refer to a general surgeon.

• Recognize an adequate spirometry, correlate 
spirometry and pulmonary diseases, explain lung 
volumes and flow / volume curves, and describe field 
walking testing.

• Evaluate data on number of patients with a hospital 
admission within two weeks of an outpatient Same 
Day Care visit; consider patient demographics, 
comorbidities, and primary care physician assignment; 
and discuss a predictive model for triaging patients in 
the Same Day Care setting.

• Identify the importance of teamwork in the clinical 
environment, practice three team-enhancing tools that 
could improve your practice, and describe the process 
for implementing TeamSTEPPS.

Course Objectives 
• Explain the purpose of physician certification and the 
historical, current, and emerging ABIM Maintenance of 
Certification (MOC) Requirements.

• Discuss challenges faced by rural health care systems, 
including provider recruitment and retention, coordination 
of care, integration of telehealth, and implementation 
of tools to encourage a learning environment, such peer 
review and Project ECHO.

• Review the uses of technology in medical education, 
describe the benefits and drawbacks from an educational 
and financial point of view, and discuss where and how 
learners benefit most from use of technology in the clinical 
setting.



Afternoon Session
4 – 5 pm Diagnosing, Triaging, and Treating 
 Common Anorectal Complaints
     Robert Hurd, MD
5 – 5:15 pm Break

5:15 – 6:15 pm A Mysterious Machine: The Pulmonary 
 Function Test
  Fernando Caceres, MD  
6:45 pm Family Dinner

Sunday, March 20 
7:30 – 8:30 am Predictors of Admission in an Urgent 
 Care Clinic
  Brenda Nyamogo, MD
8:30 – 8:45 am Break

8:45 – 11:45 am STEPP Up Your Game – Improving 
 Teamwork and Communication
   Robert Merchant, MD
  Kristen Loper, RN
  Kim Oxner
11:45 am – noon Closing Remarks & Evaluations
Noon Conference Adjourns

Registration, Fees and Accommodations 
The Conference registration fee includes CME credits, 
program folder, light breakfast and Saturday night family 
dinner.
Registration Fees:
Physician Fee:    $450.00
PA, NP Fee:     $350.00
Allied Health Professionals:  $200.00

Register online at www.billingsclinic.com/cme or 
complete attached registration form, then either use 
phone or fax registration (credit cards only) or mail-in 
registration (check or credit card).

Checks should be made payable to Billings Clinic (BSMC).

The registration deadline is March 9, 2016.
No refunds after this date.

Accommodations
Discounted accommodations are available at Huntley 
Lodge, Shoshone Condominiums, The Summit at Big Sky, 
Village Center, and Big Horn Condominiums. Discounted 
accommodations will be held until February 15, 2016.

Early reservations and registration are suggested. 
Due to the nature of this recreational area, the 
conference size is limited.

•  Big Sky Reservations (800) 548-4486
•  www.bigskyresort.com

Lift tickets at Big Sky will be discounted at the rate of $77 
+ 3% tax per day to conference attendees lodging in Big 
Sky Resort accommodations. Ski rental discounts will also 
be available to those lodging with the resort. Please note 
that these discounts are only available to those attendees 
staying at Big Sky Resort.

Big Sky Resort is located approximately one hour south 
of Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport.  A shuttle 
to Big Sky is available by reservation at Big Sky Taxi (888) 
454-5667 or at Karst Stage, www.karststage.com. Rental 
cars are also available at the airport. The conference 
center and hotels are slopeside, with a free public shuttle 
bus for any exploring you may want to do around town.

Thursday, March 17 
1 – 2 pm Attendee Registration

2 – 3 pm Internal Medicine Certification: Fear & 
 Loathing on the Road to Societal Trust
  Roger Bush, MD
3 – 4 pm Challenges in Rural Health Care Systems
   Clint Seger, MD
4 – 4:15 pm Break

4:15 – 5:15 pm Bring Your Own Device: How Can 
 Technology Help Medical Education? 
 From “Flipped” Classrooms to “Just in  
 Time” Point-of-Care Electronic Medical 
 Records
  Dawn E. DeWitt, BA, MSc, MD

5:15 – 6:15 pm The Choice of Medicine, Burnout & 
 Strategies to Improve Your Practice Life
                              Dawn E. DeWitt, BA, MSc, MD

Friday, March 18
Morning Session
7:15 – 8:15 am Appropriate Use of Preoperative Testing 
 in the Surgical Patient: A Minimalist 
 Approach
  Alyssa Burkhart, MD
8:15 – 9:15 am A Case-Based Approach to COPD
  Jason Kunz, DO

Afternoon Session
4:30 – 5:30 pm Standardization of Documentation for 
 Transition of Care
  Sierra Gross, MD
5:30 – 5:45 pm Break

5:45 – 6:45 pm Getting High to Quiet the Mind:  Pot 
  and PTSD    
  Rick Pullen, DO

Saturday, March 19
Morning Session
7:15 – 8:15 am Schedule “VII and ½”:  An Update on the 
 Strange Agents of Abuse
  Rick Pullen, DO
8:15 – 9:15 am Is There Life after the SGR? How CMS Is 
 Changing Physician Payment  
  F. Douglas Carr, MD, MMM
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Registration Form
2016 Big Sky Medicine Conference
March 17-20, 2016
Complete all information below. 
Registration deadline: March 9, 2016

Please circle your title:
MD        DO        PA        NP        RN        LPN        Other

Conference registration fee includes CME credits, program 
folder, light breakfast, and Saturday night family dinner.

Family dinner, Saturday night, 6:45 pm:
_____ # of adults
_____ # of children under 10   

Registration Fees:
_____ Physicians:     $450
_____ PA/NP:     $350
_____ Allied Health Professionals:     $200
_____ Medical Residents:    $150

$_______________ Total  registration fee enclosed

Payment Information: 

$_______________ Total amount enclosed      

Ck #__________Payable to: Billings Clinic (BSMC)

Card #_________________________________   Exp. ________

Name on card ___________________________CVC  ________

Type of Card:         Visa         Mastercard         Amex        Discover

Register online: www.billingsclinic.com/cme
Register by phone, 406-238-2833, by fax, 406-238-2849
Register by mail, send form and payment to:
     Billings Clinic (BSMC)
     PO Box 1855
     Billings, MT 59103Conference Questions?

You may call (406) 238-2833 for more conference 
information. Brochure download is available online at 
www.billingsclinic.com/cme.

2016 Big Sky Medicine Conference
Name _______________________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________

City ____________________________ State ___ Zip _______

Daytime Phone _______________________________________

Email _______________________________________________

Conference Faculty
Keynote Speaker
Dawn DeWitt, BA, MSc, MD
Professor of Medicine , Regional 
Associate Dean - Vancouver Fraser, 
Associate Dean MD Undergraduate 
Medical Education, University of 
British Columbia Faculty of Medicine

Alyssa Burkhart, MD
Internal Medicine Residency,                              
Billings Clinic

Roger Bush, MD
Program Director, Internal Medicine 
Residency , Billings Clinic

Fernando Caceres, MD
Pulmonary & Critical Care, 
Billings Clinic

F. Douglas Carr, MD, MMM
Chief Medical Officer, 
New West Medicare

Sierra Gross, MD
R2, Internal Medicine Residency,                                            
Billings Clinic

Robert Hurd, MD
Chief of Surgery, Billings Clinic

Jason Kunz, DO
Internal Medicine Residency,                                            
Billings Clinic

Kristen Loper, RN, BSN
Coordinator/Nurse Navigator, 
Metabolic Surgery, Billings Clinic

Robert Merchant, MD
Chief Medical Officer - Hospital,
Billings Clinic

Brenda Nyamogo, MD
R2, Internal Medicine Residency,                                             
Billings Clinic

Kim Oxner, RN, BSN, BA
Specialty Service Manager, 
Billings Clinic

Rick Pullen, DO
Psychiatry, Billings Clinic

Clint Seger, MD
Chief Medical Officer - Region, 
Billings Clinic


